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“Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2 

Winter 2011                    Lutheran Women in Mission 

 

 

 

My heart is steadfast. O God!   
I will sing and make melody with all my being!  
Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn! 
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 
I will sing praises to you among the nations. 
For your steadfast love is great above the heavens;   
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! 
Let your glory be over all the earth!  PS 108:  1-5  (ESV) 

 

This song, a Psalm of David’s, is our heartfelt song of 
praise too.  It even embodies our LWML focus—giving 
thanks and praise among all the peoples and nations. 
 
Are you wondering and dismayed at the effects of sinful-
ness in the beautiful world God has created?  There are 
paralyzing winter storms, devastating cyclones in areas 
already inundated by widespread flooding, so many unem-
ployed and struggling to provide the basic needs of life for 
their families, riots around the world, corruption rampant 
and numerous other daily life challenges all around us. Yet 
as we read in God’s Word, ever since the fall into sin this 
has been the situation. 
 
But God does not look on and just say—you deserved what 
you are getting. 
This is true; in our sin we do deserve what we are getting. 
Yet God did something about it in love for us. He came to 
us in His Son Jesus Christ as our Redeemer and Savior to 
give us forgiveness, salvation and everlasting JOY.  Yes, 
most of you know this already, but what a message of joy it 
is to be reminded again and again. 
 
Many of you recall when Rev. Matthew Harrison, now our 
LCMS President, spoke to us at our 2008 OR District Con-
vention and the JOY he presented.  In his recent book, A 
LITTLE BOOK OF JOY: The Secret of LIVING A GOOD 
NEWS LIFE in a Bad News World   Pastor Harrison states 
Hebrews 12:2 about Christ, “the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him, endured the 
cross”. Then again Pastor Harrison states:  “The joy of the 

Spirit is often a “joy set before.”  That’s the secret to living 
a good news life in a bad news world.” 

 

In a few months we have the opportunity to attend the 
LWML Convention 2011 in Peoria, Illinois to be uplifted 
and encouraged in living the Good News life. Remember 
in 2009 your efforts to help present the Portland  Conven-
tion?   
 
Now our LWML sisters in Illinois are working hard to get 
things all ready for us to join them in BEING WITH JE-
SUS—LIVING ON THE EDGE.  

 

Let us PRAISE our Lord in all we do 
and live the JOY He has earned for us. 

 
Cynthia Behrens 
President, LWML Oregon District  
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2011 Oregon District LWML  

Christian Life Retreat  

“Above All”  
 

And above all these put on love,  

which binds everything together  

in perfect harmony.  

--Colossians 3:14  

 
The Christian Life Committee is busy planning a relaxing, 
comfortable retreat for all the ladies in the LWML Oregon 
District. We hope you will invite your friends to come and 
enjoy a time of fellowship, being in The Word 
and….singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. –Colossians 
3:16 ESV  
 
The dates for the Retreat are Friday, September 30th to 
Sunday, October 2, 2011 to be held at Aldersgate 
Camps and Retreats – The Hilltop Lodge – Turner, Ore-
gon.  
 
The registration fee is $130.00. This includes all printed 
materials, lodging for Friday and Saturday nights; Friday 
dinner, Saturday breakfast, lunch & dinner; Sunday 
brunch.  
(2 Nights 5 meals Package)  
 
PRIOR TO THE RETREAT…… 
  
The LWML Oregon District will meet in the same facility 
as the Retreat:  
 
� Thursday, Sept. 29th the EC will meet and the EC 

and BOD will meet Friday Sept. 30th,  
� Probably closing around 3:00 PM ….Registration for 

the retreat begins at 4:30 pm.  

 
For BOD members and guests, i.e. ladies traveling with a 
Bd. Member, there is an optional registration fee of 
$168.00 ($130.00 + $38.00) This includes all printed re-
treat materials, lodging for Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day nights. You are on your own for Thursday dinner but 
this registration fee includes Friday breakfast, lunch & 
dinner; Saturday breakfast, lunch & dinner, Sunday 
brunch.  

(3 Nights 7 meals Package)  
 
The Hilltop Lodge is very “comfortable”. The main meet-
ing room has two bedrooms for guest speakers, Bible 
study leaders, etc.; a bathroom in each bedroom and two 
bathrooms for the meeting room. We will be served our 
meals in the lodge, plus coffee, tea etc. All the bedrooms 
are in a second wing, only a few feet away from the 
meeting room. The rooms sleep from 7 to 8 people and 
each room has its own bathroom (with shower). Linens 
will be placed on the beds for you to make up. Go on line 
to www.aldersgateretreat.com and check it out!  
 
We are very excited about the facility and are busy plan-
ning a retreat to remember! More to come on that - just 
be sure to mark that date in your calendar and be an 
early bird and fill out the registration form (SEE PAGE 3) 
and send it in.  
 
There may be a credit for EC/BOD members for Friday 
breakfast and lunch.  Please follow the instructions on 
the Registration Form or check with the Registrar, Sue 
Cummins, if you have any questions. 
 
Serving The Lord With Gladness,  
 

Glenda Dougherty 
 
Christian Life Committee Chairman  

SEE PAGE 8 ! 
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Hypocrisy is a Deadly Game 
 

By Pastor Roger Blesi 
      

     It has often been said that “Christians are hypocrites”. I have heard that many times in the span of time I have been 
ministering. It is not an easy thing to hear. Hypocrisy is like trying to fool or lie to yourself. A person may have an 
alcohol addiction themselves and all the while they are talking about the “evils of drinking” to everyone they know. 
Ultimately who are they trying to comfort? Are they comforting themselves or are they simply trying to blame others 
so that they don’t look so bad?  
 
     Perhaps another example would be an organization that touts to support a certain type of spiritual orientation and 
then finds itself not supporting that spiritual orientation. They may speak to support, but they really don’t. Who are they 
trying to fool?  Who are they trying to comfort? Perhaps it is only to look the best to the greatest number of people. It is 
like a political lie. Tell the people what they want to hear so that you can gain their money, efforts and attention.  
 
     Whether it is an individual, group, or public organization, hypocrisy is a deadly game. Jesus Christ the Savior of all 
mankind had to deal with people and groups of people that displayed this type of behavior all the time. The Pharisees 
and teachers of the law were two groups that were constantly guilty of acting in hypocrisy. During Jesus’ time of ministry, 
these two groups were considered “the power group” of the church at large.  In Matthew 23 Jesus rails at the teachers of 
the law and the Pharisees. Here is an excerpt. 

 
     27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
     you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, 

     which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside 
    are full of dead men's bones and everything 

    unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you 
    appear to people as righteous but on the inside you 

    are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” (NIV) 
 

     Hypocrisy amounts to lying to yourself. These were God’s people and yet, they were acting in such a way that they 
had put on a fake façade. They can play head games with God all they want, but in the end God can see everything. 
 
     What about your life? How have you given into hypocrisy?  Hypocrisy can end in only one way,  that is in eternal 
death and separation from God in hell. Will you let hypocrisy get the best of you? Like all sin, hypocrisy condemns, 
but Christ Jesus our Lord gives life! Acknowledging who we are is very important. When we realize our sin and con-
fess them to the Lord he freely forgives. His answer to forgiveness is always YES!  
 
     That is the good news for us.  Jesus went to the cross to save us from our sin, we have life and forgiveness in His 
name because of what he has done. What then becomes of all those who claim to be “Christian” and still sin? What 
about Christians that are hypocrites? The sin of a Christian is dealt with by what Christ has done for us in perfect 
behavior for us, and in his suffering and death on the cross. His resurrection guarantees that we will be with him and we 
will be raised from the dead, too. Everyone  in all the world sins, but with Christ Jesus we have life and forgiveness 
in His name.  
 
     It is my sincere prayer that you tell yourself the truth; that your behavior and speech would match, and that where you 
fail, may you find comfort in Christ Jesus who loved us enough to come to this world to save us, even from our-
selves. 
 
 

Spiritual Development and Growth 
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Send MITESSend MITESSend MITESSend MITES    to  

Karen Prince,  

P. O. Box 543,  

Gaston, OR  97119 

    

    
Request MITE BOXESRequest MITE BOXESRequest MITE BOXESRequest MITE BOXES        
(free of charge)(free of charge)(free of charge)(free of charge) 
Carmen Nagel: 
503.634.2485 or e-mail: 
arcticcats@aol.com  

M
I
T
E
S
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N
F
O
 

The application form for Mission Grants (2012-2014) will be available April 1 on the Oregon District LWML web-
site http://www.orlwml.org/ or by request from Carmen Nagel, VP - Gospel Outreach, mailto:arcticcats@aol.com 
 
Please encourage the submission of requests for a Mission Grant. It is through these requests that we of the 
Oregon District LWML are able to help others come to know the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Read through 
Psalm 107.  See the power of His Grace and Mercy to those around us.  "Give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good; his love endures forever."  Psalm 107:1 

 

Another Mission Grant PAID: 
 

GOSPEL FOR LATINO PEOPLE 
 

GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME… 
ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD!!! 

 

Designer Needed: 
 

For: the Oregon LWML District Convention 
2012 logo 

 
"Christ our Lord...Our Rock and Strength"    

Psalm 18:2 ESV 
 

Date Needed:  March 26, 2011 
 

Submit to:  Carmen Nagel,  
arcticcats@aol.com 

OR 
Glenda Dougherty, 

glendough@yahoo.com., 
 

 

Selected designer will have her 
2012 Convention Registration 

paid! 
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Good news from Danelle Putnam in the Dominican Re-

public: 
  
"December 14 was a landmark day for the Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Group Home in Palmar Arriba, as six orphans 
made their first visit to their new home! Yes, Praise God, an 
agreement has finally been made between Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Homes and the Dominican government-CONANI-
for  the 'custodianship' of six orphans with developmental 
disabilities into our pilot group home project. The six se-
lected youth will slowly make the transition to living full time 
at their new home in Palmar Arriba over the next six weeks. 
Please keep them and their new 'aunts and un-
cles' (caretakers) in your prayers over this time of adjust-
ment. 
  
"After three years of planning and working on this project we 
are grateful to the Lord, who has heard our prayers, and 
now we celebrate this early Christmas present. Please con-
tinue to pray for us and that our new residents would see 
their new house become a 'home.' Two of these orphans 
have the last name 'Conani,' which is actually the name of 
the institution in which they previously lived. These orphans 
come to us without having had a place to call their own, 
something most of us do not understand, but Christ does, as 
He entered the world without a home, and made His first 
bed in a manger. 
  
"We would like to thank all who, in last month's prayers, 
have been praying for us and the opening of the group 
home, and we would ask this month, that those prayers 
would be returned to the Lord as prayers of thanksgiving!  
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!" 

    D
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Have you ever been anxious to open a birthday or Christmas 
gift?  First the wrapping comes off, then you see a box and 
with the logo and anticipation mounts as the box is opened . 
 
This Christmas I knew my husband had ordered a hymnal, 
and as I opened the box from CPH, I was anticipating the 
hymnal, only to find a different book…not the hymnal.  I was 
not disappointed…just surprised.   
 
When holding the LWML Mite box, the words “Lutheran 
Women in Mission;” Serve the Lord with Gladness, Psalm 
100:2;  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League established 
1942; and the address of the LWML are shown on the outside 
of this little box.  The outside tells what the box represents and 
who the LWML is.  But what is inside?  Not just coins and dol-
lars, but “LWML Mites, “My Mite Offering” that has been 
“Given in prayer” for “Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ”.    
 
This little box holds gifts given freely to God.  With prayers 
asking for His blessing, these gifts enable the Good News to 
be shared with others throughout the world.  What is inside 
this “Mitey” box is not a surprise!  Reaching a Mission Grant 
goal is not a surprise, but a JOY!  The old saying, “Never 
judge a book by its cover” applies to “Never judge a Mite box 
by the exterior!” 
 
As the fiscal year of the LWML ends March 31, 2011, each of 
you are encouraged to join the “Mite Marathon…Race to the 
Finish” in helping meet the Mission Grant goal of the LWML.  
May your Mite box overflow with gifts and prayers so that the 
world will come to know the grace and mercy of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. 
 
Thank you, Lord for the gifts you give to us each day.  May we 
be faithful stewards and always serve YOU with gladness.  
Amen! 
 
Blessings, 
 

Carmen Nagel 
 
VP, Gospel Outreach 
 

WHAT’S IN THE BOX ? Oregon District 2010-2012 Mission Grant 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)  

is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  

For over 65 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ,  

encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries 

and to support global missions. 

 

 
S p e c I a l   M I n I s t r I e s   C o m m I t t e e 

By Terry Putnam 
Committee Chairman, Department of Human Care 

 
Our new “Special Ministries Committee” would like to invite all LWML members to the Annual Celebration of 
Good Shepherd Auxiliary: 

April 30, 2011 
9:30 A.M. 

Christ the Vine Lutheran Church 
18677 SE Highway 212 
Damascus, OR 97089 

503-658-5650 
 

Please join in learning about how the Auxiliary supports the spiritual life programs and projects of Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities’ ministry to people who have intellectual and developmental disabilities (DD).  A special 
guest speaker from Bethesda will update us on the new Bible study curriculum for congregations and commu-
nity-based organizations to use in their outreach to those with DD in their congregations and communities 
(Good Shepherd Auxiliary is funding).  We will also hear about ways that all of us can reach out and support 
the 239 people living in the group homes and apartments in Oregon.  This is one of the ways our Special Minis-
tries committee encourages you and your society to learn more and become involved in sharing Jesus’ love 
with those who have disabilities. 
 
Craft items and other projects of the Auxiliary will be available for purchase.  Lunch will be provided and an 
inspiring program will be part of the lunch hour.  Please organize a group of ladies from your congregation and 
join us.  You will be BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING to those who are often overlooked. 
 

 

Is it all just a dream that I'm dreaming?Is it all just a dream that I'm dreaming?Is it all just a dream that I'm dreaming?Is it all just a dream that I'm dreaming?    
Spring is just around the corner they say.Spring is just around the corner they say.Spring is just around the corner they say.Spring is just around the corner they say.    

I'll jump from my bed and run down the lane,I'll jump from my bed and run down the lane,I'll jump from my bed and run down the lane,I'll jump from my bed and run down the lane,    
To show Lady Springtime the way.To show Lady Springtime the way.To show Lady Springtime the way.To show Lady Springtime the way.    
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CHRIST CENTERED LIVING 

 

Nourished by the WORD, guided by 
the SPIRIT, each woman is actively 

demonstrating Christ’s love. 
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 Another January has come and gone. How are you doing with your New Year’s Resolutions? My resolutions 
generally don’t last for very long.  I generally lose interest in the goal before the end of the month unfortunately. Below 
is a list of the top 10 resolutions according to Gary Ryan Blair who surveyed over 300,000 people: 
 
 

1. Lose Weight and Get in Better Physical Shape 
2. Stick to a Budget 
3. Debt Reduction 

4. Enjoy More Quality Time with Family & Friends 
5. Find My Soul Mate 

6. Quit Smoking 
7. Find a Better Job 

8. Learn Something New 
9. Volunteer and Help Others 

10. Get Organized 
 

 Look familiar? All these admirable goals are meant to help us have a better life and feel better about ourselves.  
Each of these goals requires a plan and commitment to be successful and long term. Experts say without a plan, most 
New Year’s Resolutions will fail after a few short weeks or months. 
 
 Matthew, Chapter 7 is the section called the Golden Rule. That chapter reminds us of how we should treat oth-
ers; the way we want to be treated. But there is a verse hidden in that chapter that brings us to a new resolution! Mat-
thew 7:14 MSG, “The way to life-to God!-is vigorous and requires total attention”. This verse is the Christian’s lifelong 
“resolution” that will last an eternity. The next verses in Matthew give warns of caution not to get “caught up” in the dis-
tractions, i.e. false teachers, charismatic people and trying to make yourself look better. And what is the very best about 
the challenge in Matthew 7:24 MSG, God makes his promise to us: “If you work these words into your life, you are like a 
smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock”. With the foundation (the rock) of Christ Jesus we will stand! We wait 
eagerly to meet our beloved Jesus again in heaven. 
 
 So, are you ready for the best New Year’s resolution? The most important one! 
 

1. Give God my full and total attention! 
  
Are you ready? Join me in asking that our Lord gives each one of us the tenacity to stick with this New Year’s Resolu-
tion. 
 
   Blessings in 2011, 
 

   Barbara Northrop 
 
   VP Servant Resources 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO MAKE ANOTHER NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION ! 
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2011 Upcoming Events  
 
  
           March 5, 2011 Pacific Zone Rally:  Redeemer, Tillamook. OR 
                                     
           March 5, 2011  Willamette Zone:  St. Peter the Fisherman,  Lincoln City, OR 
 
           April 2, 2011  Emerald Zone: St. Luke, Oakridge, OR   
                                      
           April 2, 2011  Interstate Zone:  St. Michael’s, Portland, OR  
 
           April 2, 2011 Myrtlewood Zone:  St. Paul’s Roseburg, OR 
                                       
           April 2, 2011  West Hills Zone:  Grace, Scappoose, OR 
                                      
           April 16, 2011  Mt Hood Zone: River of Life, Troutdale, OR 
                            
           April 30, 2011  Juniper Zone: Faith, LaPine, OR 
 
           May 7, 2011  Southern Zone: Gloria Dei, Central Point, OR 
  
           June 23-26,  2011  LWML Convention, Peoria, Illinois 
 
           September 29, 2011 OR District EC Aldersgate, Turner, OR 
 
           September 30, 2011 OR District EC/BOD  Aldersgate, Turner, OR 
 
           September 30 - Oct. 2, 2011 OR District Christian Growth Retreat   
           Aldersgate, Turner, OR 
 

 
2012 Upcoming Events 

 
 June 1-3, 2012   OR District LWML Convention 
           Best Western Agate Beach Inn, Newport, OR  
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Published quarterly, Oregon LeaguerOregon LeaguerOregon LeaguerOregon Leaguer provides 
inspirational articles, news of activities and 
program resources for Lutheran Women in Mission 
societies throughout the Oregon District.  

Publishing DatesPublishing DatesPublishing DatesPublishing Dates: : : :                                 February 15, May 15,  

                                August 15, November 15    

All correspondence relating to the editingeditingeditingediting and 
mailingmailingmailingmailing of the Oregon Leaguer should be sent to 
the editor:  Becky Barth, 62855 Waugh Rd., Bend, 
OR  97701;  eeee----mail:  mail:  mail:  mail:  ORLeaguer@gmail.com    

 Jacquie Ingalls 
Anyone wishing to become a 

part of  this prayer ministry should 
contact Jacquie at: 

 warjacq77@hughes.net  
   

LOVE LINKS PRAYER REQUESTS 

Articles for the Spring 2011   

issue of the Oregon Leaguer  

are due 

Sunday, May 1, 2011. 

 

E-mail your articles/info or  

pictures with description to  

Becky Barth 

ORLeaguer@gmail.com. 

THANK YOU!!!! 

Reserve your place today for the 34th LWML Bi-
ennial Convention playing in Peoria, Illinois, 

from June 23-26, 2011, under the theme “Being 
with Jesus – Living on the Edge.”  Registra-
tion opened March 1st for both the convention 
and hotels. The song leader for the convention 
will be the very energetic  Lana Gibbons. If you 
plan to sing in the choir, remember to check the 
box on the registration form. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring Gifts from the Heart from the 
list available at  www.lwml.org. You may also 

register for the convention online. 
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